HISTORICAL  EPOCHS   ACCORDING   TO   }IARX

since for obvious and natural reasons the opposing fronts
between them are less sharply defined than between
classes and much less than between nations. Yet, in
spite of its seemingly peaceful appearance, a ceaseless
and often merciless war goes on between two generations,
the younger one fighting for the victory of new opinions,
new ideas and new institutions, and at the same time
craving the positions and the power held by the older
one.

The history of mankind is a history of struggles and
fighting of every kind. In these struggles the weaker side
is beaten, and the path of mankind is marked by oppres-
sion and exploitation of the vanquished. It is quite
natural that these constant struggles, and the suffering
that is their consequence, create a great longing for
peace, and that the oppressed and exploited hope for
deliverance. Whether these hopes and this longing will
ever be fulfilled, and which may be the right path towards
fulfilment, is very uncertain. Up to our time, mankind
has been similar to the city of which Dante sang :

Thou shalt behold thyself as woman sick
Who on her pillow finds no rest at night,
And seeks to ease her pain by turning quick*
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